Abstract
Discussion
/V-p-cyanobenzylidine-/?-n-hexyloxyaniline (1) was shown to form a nematic liquid phase [ 1 ] . We were interested to study a palladium complex like the title compound (2), which was obtained from the former compound and Na2PdCU. For example, Maitlis et al. [2] reported the nematic behaviour of a series of palladium(II) and platinum(II) complexes of 4-alkoxy-4'-cyanobiphenyls. The thermal stability of complex 2 proved not to be enough to form a clear melting. In contrast more stable orthopalladated azomethine complexes are mesogenic [3] [4] [5] . Complex 2 is a precursor for the latter compounds. The X-ray structure determination of the title compound (2) reveals that the ligand 1 is coordinated through the azomethine nitrogen atom with a Pd-Ν bond length of 2.018(3) A (Pd-CI: 2.302(1) A). The PdChN2 coordination is square planar (ZN-Pd-Cl = 91.3( 1)°). The angle between the two phenyl rings in the title compound is 72.78° and this leads to a loss of conjugation. 
